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APPAVOO, 
A NATIVE CHRISTIAN IN INDIA. 


The accounts which we have occasionally 

ublished, of several distinguished Individuals, 
who have been converted from pagan dark- 
ness to a practical belief of our holy Religion, 
are calculated to encourage the friends of Mis- 
sions, and animate the prayers of those who 
believe that the knowledge of the Lord will 
cover the whole earth. Such fruits of the Gos- 
pel from among the heathen as Abdool Mes- 
seeh, Christian, Sandappen, and others, prove 
the benefit of missions more than to theorise 
an age on the subject. In this way alone 
missionaries and teachers cai be furnished suf- 
ficient to satisfy the claims of 600,000,000 of 
heathen. The grain of mustard seed has al- 
ready taken root and “shooteth out great 
branches ;” which we believe will, ere long, 
overshadow the whole earth. 

Appavoo became a convert to the Christian 
Religion at Madras. By his piety and intelli- 
gence, he obtaned the confidence of the Mis- 
sionaries, and of Colonel M‘Kenzie, who has 
sent him into different parts of the country, 
in search of antiquities. Although he is dili- 
gently pursuing this object, he does not fail, 
as a Christian, to make known the saving 
name of the Lord Jesus, wherever he goes. 
The following letters from Appavoo to Mr. 
Rhenius, which we copy from the Missionary 
Register, contain many interesting particulars 
of his journey: and while they give us new 
and enlarged views of the interior of India, the 
Reader cannot fail of being pleased with the 
feeling, intelligent manner in which they ave 
written. 


My master appointed me to take a 
long journey : in which I have explain: 
ed the truth of Christianity to some of 
my friends. Some of them much de- 
sired of me the Sacred Scriptures. I 
repled, that those volumes will be giv- 
en to them by benovolent Societivs, 
which are formed in different places. 
They expressed their joy, and satd, 
that they should be ever obliged by 
such valuable books. I promised to 
get them such, as soon as possible ; 
and, in the mean time, I have ex- 
plained to them some passages out 
of my own book. ‘They are all weil 
Satisfied. 

Conjeveram is very ancient. There 
are two pagodas, which have marks 


of great antiquity. There are now 
many hundred inhabitants, whose 
hearts are whoily darkened with gross 
superstition. About their religion, 
they entertain an opinion of it as of 
the highest antiquity...d pity to see so 
many hundred souls perishing for 
lack of knowledge. Many huadred 
chiidren are neglected in their reli- 
gion and learning. Here the Chris- 
lians are much despised. Not a sin- 
gle soul of this description in this pop- 
ulous city! Here, without a suitable 
Establishment, Christianity cannot be 
introduced in the hearts of this peo- 
ple. School Establishments are much 
required in this place. I humbly call 
the attention of the Society, that they 
may establish here some Free Schools 
™~ teaching the neglected poor Chil- 
ren. 


_ From Chittamboore, a few milesfrom Con-* 
jeveram, Appavoo writes thus to Mr. Rhenius. 


1am happy that’ the Lord opens a 
way to sow the good séed of the Gospel 
among my deluded tiation. 

After having addressed you from 
Conjeveram, | travelled, by the direc- 
tion of my master, from one place to 
another, in quest of antiqvities. Eve- 
ry where | was ‘surrounded by multi- 
tudes of Brahmins, and other classes 
of people. On their request, | expiam- 
ed to them :be particulars of our reli- 
gion. ‘They say that they never kuew 
of the Protestants, but only of the Ro- 
man-Catholics. Many of them ex- 
press, that the religion of the Eng- 
lish isthe true one; but to enter into 
it they are afraid, on account of the 
differences of the castes. Some Brali- 
mins have entertamed conceits of the 
very high antiquayy of ther religion. 
At last, on my veasoning, they all were 
ashamed. 

Some who are of the same caste with 
me, mace friendship with me, afier 
they had entirely lost the fear of my 


authori y. Tues asked me why [had 
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spoiled my head caste among the 
Soudras, by entering into the religion 
ofthe English, who eat beef. Upon 
which I proved to them, from the dif- 
ferent authorities of their ancient Sa- 
ges, that there is not any difference in 
men who were created by God. They 
all were much satisfied-at my reason 
ing from their own books. 

Many people, at different places, re- 
quested me to get them Tamu! Books, 
in which my religion is plainly declar- 
ed. Lam sorry that I have not brought 
even some Tracts, of my late Rev. Fa- 
ther John. Some of these people de- 
sire to receive the Sacred Scriptures. 
I told them that many charitabie Gen- 
tlemen are formed into a Society, in 
order to furnish them with such valu- 
able books. Some Gentoo Roman- 
Catholics, whom I found, are very 
desirous of seeing the Sacred Scrip- 
tures. They say they have never 
seen such valuable treasures in their 
life-time. 

As I was directed by my master to 
inquire into the Jain Religion, I have 
arrived’ at this Chittamboore. Here 
is a Jain Temple, which has marks of 
very great antiquity... This religion is 
the very ancient and first religion of 
the Hindoos.. His said that it was the 
religion that was professed by the An- 
cient Britons. 

In this place there are many learn- 
ed people, and Shastres among them. 
There is a‘ High Priest. He is like a 
Bishop; and is much revered by all 
the Jaina People, like a God. He is 
seated on a silver-plated throne. On 
my approach to him, | made my com- 
pliments. He desired me to sit down. 
On my friendly intercourse with him, 
he fouud that I was of a foreign reli- 
gion, and asked. me what religion I 
professed... When | told him that I 
was a Protestant Christian, he and 
his disciples surrounded me, and re- 
quested me very earnestiy that I 
would be pleased to te!! them about 
my religion. I took the oppostunity 
of relating to them, from the Creation 
to the Redemption, and about Dooms- 
day. ‘They were ail much surprized. 
The talk which I continued pui them 
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at last in terror. Many learned peo- 
ple requested me very earnestly to get 
them the books of my religion. | 
promised to send them four copies of 
the Sacred Scriptures, from the stock 
of the Society. To this High Priest, | 
promised to iry to get him the whole 
Bible. 

I beg that you will be pleased to 
send soine copies of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures and Tracts by the bearer of this 
one of the Jaina Men. I will give 
them to the people, that these books 
may be useful to many villages. A- 
bout the School Establishment I will 
write as soon as possible. I will use 
my utmost endeavours to cultivate my 
nation. 

From Arcot, about seventy miles south-west 
of Madras, Appavoo writes : 

I acknowledge the receipt of your 
most kind letter, dated the 14th of Jan- 
uary, together with a parcel of sacred 
treasures. Those sacred treasures 
were duly distributed amongst the 
poor Jaina peopie, who were well ac- 
complished in their Shestres. 


One copy was presented to the High Priest, 
another to a celebrated Jain Poet, a third to a 
Scholar well versed in the Shastres, and two 
more to Jain Brahmins. 

All of them (Appavoo adds) express 
their utmost gratitude to their bene- 
factors, for having presented to them 
the sacred Beoks of the Christians, of 
which they hitherto were quite igno- 
rant. They say, that teaching the 
Children, and giving useful books to 
enlighten the people, are duties of 
the first importance jn their religion. 
For this they explaiued to me a Sans- 
crit Verse, that such benefactors will 
be placed on most elevated seats af- 
ter their demise in this world. I was 
very happy to hear such expressions 
from thew mouths. As they are peo- 
pie who have good knowledge in good 
learning, they make use of these books 
very profitably. As long as [staid 
there, I often saw them read these sa- 
cred volmues with some people very 
ailentively. 

As there are not any Protestants ma- 
by supposed that we are also the same 
people who worship images. All whe 
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see me, fiud out that Roman Catholics 
are quite another people. 

At Chittamboore, | staid about a 
month, in quest of antiquities for my 
master, and in happy conversation 
on the Word of God, with all such 
as pressed me to state to them its 
contents. 

I have mentioned yoar kind inten- 
tion to the High Priest with your com- 
pliments, with which he was much sat- 
istied; but he answered, that, as it 
is not allowed to a Jain High Priest, 
by the laws of Jain, to approach the 
Europeans or other nations, he could 
give me a proper answer on my re- 
turn to this place. As he loved me 
much, he always entertained me with 
all kinds of greens which he used to 
eat, during my residence at that place. 

On my way to Arcot, every where I 
explained, to all that enquired after it, 
my true religion; and told them, that 
the God of Heaven and Earth, who 


Sas created us all, wills not that they 


should remain in ignorance and per- 
ish, but that they all should come to 
the knowledge of the Truth, and be 
reconciled unto him, by the death of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who came into 
the world to save sinners. Some de- 
sired me to get them books, for this in- 
formation. I promised to supply them 
with books shortly. Many are willing 
to hear the Word of God, and wish to 
see Christian Teachers. 

_If Christian Readers or Catechists, 
like the faithful Abdool Messeeh, 
were sent into these countries with 
the sacred volumes, certainly I fully 
hope, that many Heathen would be 
converted from worshipping dumb 
idols unto the living God. 1 beg you, 
very ardently, that you would be 
pleased to recommend this case to 
the serious consideration of the Church 
Missionary Society, that they may be 
pleased to send Missionaries, aud to 
supply Readers and Catechists, aud to 
erect Christian Churches, in every 
principal Station in this pari of India. 
! hope all the prophecies, which are 
Stated in the Scriptures, are very near 
to be fulfilled. 


Letters from Appavoo. 
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On my arrival at Arcot, I had the 
blessing of meeting the Rev.Mr. Smyth. 
He was much satisfied at the sight of 
me, when I told him the object of my 
travel, and the good opportunity which 
1 have to spread the Word of God to 
my nation. He was much rejoiced, 
and said thatis the grand object, above 
all other. He inquired about the Jain 
High Priest, and about my explaining 
to the Heathen. I was very happy in 
relating this to him. As soon as I re- 
quested New Testaments, he gave me 
immediately the only four which he 
had in his possession; three of which 
were duly distributed among the Arcot 
people: onel kept for the remem- 
brance of his name. He was very 
happy te see me now and then, in my 
leisure hours. ‘Twice lie gave me tea 
and bread, as you bave done at your 
table. Twice I attended the Evening 
Divine Service in his Chapel: always 
he preached on repentance, in an im- 
pressive inanner. His house is open 
to ail peopie who are willing to come 
to him. 1 found him exactly like my 
late Rev. Father John. 1! found also 
Mrs. Smyth to bea kind mother to- 
wards Christians. She unceasingly 
attends in her works. As you have 
recommeuded me to the biessing of 
such a pious minister, | am bound in 
the highest obligation for your kind- 
ness. I have advised with him about 
the Schoo! Establishment in Conjeve- 
ram. He gave his opinion, that it will 
be expedieut to keep there a Reader, 
a Caiechist, and a School-master, as it 
is a populous city. 

Arcot, likewise, is a populous city, 
where many Roman Catholics are 
seen. It is also a place in which the 
Society might establish a Church. If 
you make a journey to the region a- 
bout Perriapollum to Vandadeti, cer- 
tair!y it will be of great use. faim 
very happy to hear that you are to 
build a Church ia the middle of Ma- 
dras. 

I wish to know much about your 
new covgreation. | wislito serve un- 
der the Society, asa Reader; but, as 
mv master loves me entirely, I will 
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never part from him. Iam going on by the native brethren. Sever, 
with all the intelligence I can, in the Hymns were sung, and several prayer 
busioesss of my master. I havemade offered. Though the speakers wer 























a great number of collections. barbarians to me, the meeting wali snot 
Be pleased to supply the Rev. Mr. highly interesting. I am quite at Me at E 
Smyth with sacred books, especially loss to know how to give you any def citi 
the Tracts of my late Rev. FatherJohn, scription of the place of worship, or (i jov 
and Bible Histories, that they may be the assembly. I never beheld any fe fore 
useful in my travel,to distribute among thing of the kind before; and bothare Mf jhe 
the poor Heathen, whe desire them ve- so unlike any thing of this nature ig son 
ry much. I hope one day the reading America, that I fear no language of ihe 
of these books will produce in them mine can convey a correct idea to site 
good effect. your mind. fcaa oniy say, that I be. zal 
I hope soon to have your answer. I lieve the same gospel was preached a yel 
beg much that you will be pleased to is preached there. The pulpit wa ag 
give me the last two volumes of the composed of bamboos stuck. in the st 
Missionary Register. I am collecting ground on a little raised spot of earth, pr 
for you theimages. Ibegthat you will The house would probably contain fe 
be pleased to write about me to the 150 people. Sometimes it was nearly wi 
Rev. Mr. Schnarre, and assure him of full, but perhaps, in a few minutes, the 82 
my humbie respects. I wish to know number of people would be quite re W 
about the Christian Missionaries who duced. Many were continually pas fl 
came lately, where they are. As the sing, engaged in their worldly occupa g 
limits of my letter are very short, [beg tion. ‘They frequently stopped, and 
to conclude, and beg pardon for my listened for a few moments to what n 
boldness and trouble. was said, made their remarks, and r 
Rev. and very kind Sir, Your very wentaway. One said,‘ The cominon J 
obedient Servant, T. N. Appavoo. people do this (preach) to get their I 
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From the American Baptist Magazine. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Wueetock, 
to one of the Editors. 


Serampore, June 19th. Permit me 
to transcribe a part of my diary writ- 
ten since I arrived, and send it to you, 
my dear pastor. 

Calcutta, May \7th. Attended Ben- 
galee worship this morning. After 
sermon, brether Peters arose, and 
made a very fervent prayer. He is 
considered the best of the native 
preachers, has a very fine command- 
ing voice, and obtains much attentien 
from the natives. Between 9 and 10 
o’clock, we went from the chapel to a 
Bengalee place of worship, made of 
bamoos and mats. Our English 
brethren, E. Carey, and J. Penney, 
accompanied us. And here we had 
another meeting, wich lasted nearly 
three bours. Four addresses were de- 
livered, two by brother Carey, and two 





bread.’ Another, ‘ This is not right’ 
An old woman, who has listened some 
time, said, ‘That is very true, that is 
very true.’ 

June 6. Towards night I walked 
out with brother Penney among the 
native huts. They are principally 
built of mud and straw. One that 
was built by the owner’s hands, entire- 
ly, t@ appearance, of mud, looked ve- 
ry neat. They are exceedingly nu- 
merous, and stand very close to eaci 
other. The natives are quite civil; 
indeed they are remarkable for their 
politeness. Some of the femals weve 
much afraid of us, and ran away as 
we approached them. It was afiect- 
ing to behold their degraded condi- 
tion. We went among some of the 
farmers! What a difference betweei 
them and our American Farmers! | 
could scarcely believe that they were 
farmers. Their catile looked very 
meagre, asif roughly treated, and quite 
sinail, All their cattle appear small, 
when compared with ours. How in 











51819. 


teresting would it be to our dear 
friends to walk here! what sensibili- 
ties would it awaken! O, how did I 
jong to preach to them “ the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ!” But alas, my 
synouth was shut. May I soon arrive 
at Burmah, and commence the acqui- 
sition of their language. Several years 
however will undoubtedly elapse be 
fyre I can direct the peor Burmans to 
the “Lamb of God.” Brother Jud- 
son says truly, that “the thoughts of 
these people run into channels oppo 
site to ours.” We also went into a ba- 
zar,(market.) The noise and bustle 
reminded me of Boston market. Here 
again | have to remark, that a very 
striking contrast between the two was 
presented. I saw no meatatall. A 
few little fishes, fruit, and vegetables, 
were the principal commodities for 
sale. The people who sold things 
were seated on a mat spread upon the 
floor. A view of it only, 4 think can 
ive you a correct idea of the bazar. 
14th. Lord’s day. Spoke in the 
morning in the chapel ; in the after- 
noon heard brother Ward preach in 





Bengalee. About one hundred of the 
eit natives were present, 20 of whom 
a. are members of the church. Evening, 
ne heard Dr. Carey deliver a most excel- 
a lent sermon, text Rom. xii. 2. Re- 

ceived a precious letter this evening 
ni from our dear sister P. It was truly 
, refreshing. It is another proof that 
, our beloved friends have not forgotten 
‘ Ts 


Tuesday, 6th. This evening re 

ceived a packet of Magazines and let- 
: ters from our beloved Dr. B. Never 
was I so affucted before by a letter. It 
contained a hymn composed on our 
departure frem America. Surely it is 
enough to draw tears from eyes which 
never wept before. Ah! my dear fa- 
ther, my dear mother, my dear sister, 
and did you feel thus pained in part- 
ing with your unworthy Willard? Oh! 
why should you weep? But [ will not 
ask why! Nature loudly tells me why ! 
Jam not.....Could you this eve- 
ning witness the tears which have co- 
pious!y flowed down my cheeks, you 





American Baptist Mission in India. 





687 


would be conscious that I am posses- 
sed of a nature similar to your own. 
But ah! while f weep for you, permit 
me also to weep for the poor heathen, 
Even now while I write, the horrd din 
of their music, at this late hour, (be- 
tween 10 and 11 o’clock, at night) 
strikes my ears. ‘Thousands of them 
are preparing fora grand festival of 
Juggernaut which we expect to behold 
ina day ortwo. Let me then weep 
also for these wretched idolaters. And 
wh:le a spark of life, or a drop of vital 
blood remains, let me labour for the 
salvation of their immortal souls. Oli! 
my dear Pastor, how great are my ob- 
ligations to God, and to you! O that 
this evening [ could express to you the 
gratitude I feel. Whiie [I live [ hum- 
bly trust the ‘Lord will enable me to 
pray for you. I have read a good 
part of your Magazine, and my heart 
rejoices at the cheering news it con- 
tains. I have had the pleasure of be- 
coming acquainted with Rev. Messrs. 
Townley and Keith. ‘They preach in 
Calcutta, and appear much engaged 
in the blessed cause of missions. While 
America manifests so anuch zeal in 
this glorious work, may immortal 
blessings be cominuually poured upon 
her. May she become a “ mountain 
of holiness and a habitation of right» 
eousness.” How highly favoured is she 
already! And how highly favoured 
may we conclude she wiil be, if she 
continues to exert herse!f in the cause 
of God! Go on, my Clir'stian friends, 
go ou in the work of the Lord; nor 
cease from your noble and glorious 
efforts, while one fellow sinner is igno- 
rant of the adorable Jesus. You sha'l 
not labour in vain. God is faithful; 
and in due time you shall reap, if you 
faint not. Expect not immediate suc- 
cess. This cannot reasonably be ex- 
pected. Could you see the heathen, I 
um inclined to think that you would 
utterly despair of their converson, did 
you not possess unshaken confi ience 
in the promises of the eternal and im- 
mutable Jehovah. His word is settled 
m heaven. {t must be accomplished. 
The gospel must prevail. The king- 
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doms of this world must become the 
kingdom of ovr Lord and Saviour Je- 
sus Christ. The period must arrive, 
when “the earth shal! be. filled with 
the glory of the Lord.” O, blessed 
era! I hail thee with delight. I lift 
my mourniul eyes from this at present 
dark world, and look forward to thee 
with divine rapture. What cannot 
Omnipotence pe:form? When it ceas- 
es to be an attribute of our God, let 
us then despair of the success of his 
cause; yes, let us then, and not till 
then, despair of success tn his cause. 
June 18th. Witnessed the awful 
scene—the worship of Juggernaut. Dr. 
Marshman calculated that there were 
at least 500,000 people present. As 
far as the eye could reach, and much 
farther, the ground was covered with 
them. Itseemed as if you might walk 
upon their heads. A number of bas 
kets of flowers and fruit, were brought 
as offerings; and, when they appear- 
ed, the people set up an universal cry 
of approbation, But when Juggernaut 
himself was brought out, every eye 
was turned towards him, and every in- 
dividual, as it were, was engaged in 
acts of adoration, and in demonstra- 
tions of joy. They put a rope round 
his neck, and hoisted him on a high 
edestal, whence he might be viewed 
y the surrounding thousands. The 
people now appeared mad, which 
madness increased as the Brahmins 
uncovered his majesty; (for he was 
covered up with two cloths around 
his head ; and it seemed as if he must 
have been smothered. After he had 
been exposed a while, they sprinkled 
him, by turning water into a sort of 
showery bath, held over his head. 
And when they had well bathed him, 
and his wife and child, who were by 
his side, they anointed him; and this 
immense concourse dispersed. What 
a scene was this! ! Oh! that Ameri- 
can Christians could realize it. How 
would their hearts bleed for the poor 
Heathen ! 
You will not, dear sir, cease to pray 

for your very affectionate 
E. W. WHEELOcK. 
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LONDON 


NAVAL AND MILITARY BIBLE Soci. 
ETY. 
Extracts of Correspondence, as detailed in the 
Appendix to its last Report. 
From an Officer commanding one of his Maje:. 
ty’s Ships. 

“On taking command of the » I caused 
the Purser to demand the usual number of reli. 
gious books for the crew of the ship I com- 
mand, and they have in consequence been 
supplied ; butin this supply there are only fou 
Bibles allowed to the whole crew, which is 
12] persons.” 





From a Chaplain in the Royal Navy, serving ij 
a Flag Ship at the Home Station. 


“Tam bappy to find that the ship’s company 
to which [am chaplain, have so eagerly appli- 
ed to me for a supply of Bibles, and Testa- 
ments which you were so good as to afford 
me afew months ago. The Bibles t have en. 
tirely distributed, and have but a few Testa- 
ments left. Ifyoucould, from your excellent 
Society, furnish me with more Bibles, it would 
oblige me much. as I have had several appli- 
cations since I expended the last. 


From a Naval Officer. 


‘¢ Actuated by a desire of seeing morality es- 
tablished in the service, and for the want of 
which the name of the British Sailor has been 
tarnished, I feel it as the duty of an officer to 
come forward and subscribe in the propaga- 
tion of the Bible. I will therefore thank you 
to send me the regulations by which I may 
know how to enter my name.” 


From a Military Correspondent in North Amer- 
ica. 

“‘] forgot to mention, that on my arrival at 
Fort George, after atew days absence, I found 
a paper on my table with net less than twen- 
ty-three drummers’ names, given by them- 
selves for Bibles, which I delivered to them, 
and for which they are to pay by a shilling per 
month. I have reason to hope that much per- 
manent good will result from the general dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures amongst our army.’ 


From an Officer serving with the British army 


in France. 
«“ T enclose you £13, two guineas of which 
ison account of Major and Mrs. -- - -’s sub- 


scription, &c.&c. I am now to make fresh 
demands upon the bounty of the Society, hav- 
ing had a return and application sent in to me 
for 115 Bibles and 29 Testaments from the — 
regiment I have also had applications from 
other quarters; so that I doubt not I could 
soon dispose of 306 Bibles and 150 small Tes- 
taments.” 


From a Barrack Master ai a Military Station: 


‘«« | have the honour to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 28th August, with its 
enclosures, and te inform you that I will most 
certainly do every thing in my power to for- 
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ward the views of the Naval and military Bi- 
ple Society, by adding the Bibles and ‘Testa- 
ments committed to my charge to the inven- 
tories of Barrack furniture, &c. in order to 
their being produced at the usual periodical 
inspections ; and this not only as a common 
act of courtesy due from one person to ano- 
ther, but also as a national benefit, which I 
think it the duty of every officer in a public 
department to promote by every means in his 
power.” 
From a Correspondent at Gibraltar. 


« | have sold to the amount of , British: 
this money I will remit by the first epportu- 
nity. Iam happy to say, that above 5V men 
jn the regiment have taken the Bible for 
the rule of their faith and practice, and do 
credit to religion: the Bibles have been of 
great use to many soldiers in our society.” 








From an Officer serving with the British Army 
in France. 


“[T have, and have had, such repeated ap- 
plications for the Bibles you gave me reason 
to expect, that I feel quite uncomfortable at 
being still unable to answer the demands, and 
thus lose so many favourable and valuable op- 
portunities of circulating the Gospel of salva- 
tion. Above all, I fear exhausting the patience 
ot the men who have sent in their names for 
copies. The repeated inquiry is,‘ Have you 
got the books?’ Bo, I beseech you, obviate 
whatever difficulty or hindrances stand in the 
way ef their being forwarded, if it lies in your 
power, and gladden our eyes with the sight 
of the long-desired books. We have much 
cause for thankfuluiess here on many accounts. 
rhe promotion of schools amongst the regi- 
ments for the instruction of the men is a very 
premising circumstance.” 
from an Officer serving with the British Army 

in France. 

“ Would itfbe practicable to add about 100 
Bibles to the number already packed up ? 
Captain was With me yesterday, and teld 
me he could himself dispose of all that were 
coming out in the case Tam expecting, being 
pressed by numerous and urgent demands, 
which were daily multiplying. He said thai 
the men even watched for him as he came 
irom mess to make their applications. Besides 
this, Lieut. has demanded of me asupply 
for ,and expect many more. You see, 
therefore, that the expected supply is already 
morigaged to mor: than its full amount. The 
taste of the Waters of Life which had been al- 
forded, only igcreases the thirst. QO may the 
Spirit be poured out from on high, and give his 
healing powers to the Waters.”’ 

From a Naval Officer at a Seaport. 


“ Twas somewhat surprised this morning at 
seeing a boy from one of the ships in ordinary 
earnestly soliciting a New ‘Testament from a 
person on shore ; stating, in justification of his 
‘equest, that he was unable to purchase one, 
and tbat there was net a single copy on board, 
although there were nearly thirty men in 
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charge of the vessel. Upon further inquiry, I 
found that this was not a singular instance ; 
and that the ordinary, generally speaking, 
were as much in want of the Scriptures as this 
particular vessel. 1 mention this cireumstance 
in order that you and the rest of the commit- 
tee may be acquainted with the actual wants 
of these men.”’ 


From an Officer at a Mivitary Station. 
“ T cannot omit mentioning a circumstance 
which afforded me much pleasure ; as it tends 
to show that there are Catholics who know 
the value of the sacred Scriptures. A private 
soldier of the name of , ot the Romish 
Church, having expressed an earnest desire to 
obtain a Bible, he was directed to me. On 
asking him it he was not forbid to have the 
Scriptures, he replied in the affirmative, (with 
regard to the Protestant Version,) but added, 
‘ We have souls to be saved as well as others :’ 
aad further said, that from hisown knowledge 
there was no material difference between the 
Protesiaut aud Catholic Versions. I 
him wherein their value consisted ? He repli 
ed, ‘Iu their testimony of Jesus Christ as th 
only Saviour of sinners ; 





asked 


that all the priesily 
ordinances had reference to Him. whose blood 
alone could takeaway siu.’ ’ 


CHEROKEE MISSION, 


Leiter from the Missionaries among the 
Cherskees, to Charles R. Hicks, a 
principal chief of the delegation, das 

ted Jan. 18, 1819. ~ 


Very pear Brorner—Thiis is to in- 
form vou, that we have appommted the 
second Friday of February next, as a 
day of fasting, humiliation and prayer 
to Almighty Ged, with special refer- 
ence to yourself, and our other dear 
friends, delegates with vou at the city 
ef Washington. And although you 
may not be able to devote the day to 
religious duties, yet we trust this infer- 
mation will not be unacceptable. That 
we feel a deep interest in the welfare 
of your people, we need not tell you. 
Their kindness to us, their readiuess 
lo improve, and their anxiety to re- 
ceive information, have merited our 
love, and secured our unwavering 
friendship. That we feel alsoa deep 
interest in the welfare of the United 
States, we need not say. ‘That govern- 
ment, whose fostering hand has guard- 
ed our infant years, guided our 
youthful steps, secured to us our lib- 
erties and rights, and in whose pareu 
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tal arms we have been brought from 
infancy to manhood, we cannot for- 
get. No,dear brother. And you will 
forgive our firm attachment to that 
land which gave us birth, and to that 
government whose benign influence 
rendered our birth a blessing to us. 


And you may well thin it is cause of 


great rejoicing to us to be able to re. 
flect that you are not treating withen- 
emies, but with friends; and though 
we have not the honour of a personal 
acquaintance with his excellency the 
President of the United States, yet 
from a partial acquaintance with his 
character, and from the love and af- 
fection of bis subjects in all parts of 
the United States, as far as we are ac- 
quainted, we are forbid to question the 
sincerity, the wisdom, the justice of 
his administration. No, dear brother, 
you will not think that we are called 
to fasting and prayer from a suspicion 
that the government of the United 
States will not be disposed to do jus- 
tice. But you know the situation of 
your dear people, For ages, they have 
been groping in darkness. No ray 
from the star of Bethlehem guided 
them to the babe in the manger, or 
directed their enquiring minds to 
Mount Calvary. ‘Their young men, 
though dear indeed, were yet like the 
diamond buried in its native rubbish, 
and more than half their lustre was hid 
from public view, because science had 
not erected her standard i in your land, 
to cal! them from the chase to par take 
of her blessings. Aud you know also 
what artful measures satan has always 
taken to keep your people in dark- 
ness. He has made a wal! about them, 
if we may so speak, with most abandon 
ed white men, who have from age to 
age, fled from light and government, 
to seek refuge in your country, or 
near its borders. These men have 
generaily endeavored as far as possible, 
to prevent your receiving Instruction : 
but you also should detect and abhor 
their crimes. But notwithstanding all 


their exertions, the Sun of righteous- 
ness has arisen uj on you, science has 
erecied ber standard, and your voung 
men are rallying around it; and these 
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emissaries of the prince of darkness 
are displeased; and we tremble for 
the ark of God, and the dear souls 
for whom the Saviour died. Yes, dear 
brother, we water the wilderness with 
our tears; our hearts break in our se. 
cret closets for the wickedness of ma- 
ny abandoned whites who live on and 
about your land. When we hear of 
their banding together, coming on to 
your land, taking droves of cattle, and 
herds of hogs, and driving thein off 
from before the owner’s presence or 
from his range, thus robbing the poor 
of their scanty support, and obliging 
the rich to remove whether they would 
or no; when we hear of their treach- 
ery and blasphemy ; and when we see 
their drunkeness and all their endeay- 
ours, not anly to defraud, but to de- 
bauch your people; our hearts sink 
within us; we seek where to weep, we 
enter into our Closets, and weep there. 
But what is nos: trying, and what ren- 
ders our situation most difficult, is, 
these men, in order to hide their own 
wicked conduct, and screen themselves 
from reproach and justice, will charge 
with enmity to the Untied States those 
who dare speak against them in fa- 
vour of the innocent whom they abuse; 
and thus the injuries your people have 
received from age to age have been 
hid from public view, while every act 
of injustice they have committed, has 
been published on the house tops. For 
these things we mourn ard weep, and 
design to fast and pray to your and our 
heavenly Father. 

With respect to your removal to the 
wes', we have nothing to say. Wheth- 
er you had better go or stay, is doubt- 
ful to us :—Our prayer and the design 
of our fast is, that your councils may 
be so ordered by infinite wisdom, that 
your confidence in, and attachment to 
the government of the United States 
may be increased; your love to our 
blessed Saviour, and your desire of 
knowledge be continued, and your ad- 
vantages to improve in lea: ning, civili- 
zation aud religion, be increased. 

Remember us most cordially toa!l the 
delegation, especially to those with 
whom we have been personally ac- 
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wainted. Your children, and in short, 

all the children at both schools,are weil. 
We are, dear sir, your most affec- 

tionate friends, and brothers in Christ. 
Jno. GAMBOLD, 
Arp Hoyt, 
Wa. CHAMBERLAIN, 
D. 8. Burrick. 


(Signed) 


METHODIST MISSIONARY SOCIETIES: 
(Concluded from page 677.) 


As to the benefits resulting from 
the missions, in Nova Scotia, Can- 
ada, &c.—they are equal to many 
of our country circuits—As they 
are an integral part. 

if we turn to the consideration of 
the vast field opening to missiona- 
ry exertions in Asia, the mind is 
lost in admiration and astonish- 
ment, at the blessings and tlie hope- 
ful prospects attending their exer- 
tions—Both contributors and mis- 
sionaries are equally surprised at 
the cheering promises before them. 
In three years, since the first six 
missionaries went to Ceylon, their 
encouragement has been such, that 
they have been increased to four- 
teen, on that Island alone—They 
have instituted schools ;——they 
teach thousands of the natives, and 
train their morals ;—they preach 
in their own chapels and occasion- 
ally in the market places, and oth- 
er resorts, to thousands of willing 
hearers—they preach in the Cin- 
galese, Tamul, Portuguese, Dutch 
and other languages—Thus the 
heathen hear the words of the 
Book, and the blind sce out of ob- 
scurity.” Many have become hope- 
fully converted, ané adorn their 
profession with their lives—Some 
of the chief priests and the /ead- 
men, of the worshipers of Budhu 
and of the devil, have become con- 
verts and afterwards preachers of 
the gospel themselves! In this 
srcat Island, centaining three mil- 
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lions of souls, tliey may,asin a vast 
college, learn almost all the ver- 
nacular IAnguages of the Eastern 
Continent—They have actually es- 
tablished presses, and are printing 
and diffusing the word in several 
languages—Such is their encour- 
agement too, that they have caused 
the sending of other missionaries, 
to Madras, Bombay, Cormandal, 
&c.— and these hopeful events, it 
is manifest, are but the incipent 
state of a vast future field of useful- 
ness. ‘I'he people of the east, are 
gentle and willing to learn; and 
under the providence of God, which 
stedfastly kept the Wesleyan Meth- 
odists atiached to the established 
church, their adherence, seems now 
to receive its reward; tor, from 
this cause, they are now specially 
honoured in India, both by the na- 
tives and by the distinguished Eng- 
lishmen in authority: by the for- 
mer, because they see them patroni- 
zed by the government, which they . 
reverence ; and by the latter, be- 
cause, as they say ** these are not 
dissenters, but Churchmen :*’ even 
the Archbishop of Calcutta seems 
to regard Methodism * as a pious 
and most industrious daughter, 
nourished in her own bosom.” 
Thus, by seeming adventitious 
means, the truth is reverenced aid 
made accessible and welcome. 
Many of these missionaries, are 
voluntarily paid out of funds grant- 
ed by the British government to 
chaplains and teachers; and thus 
they are enabled to have their ex- 
penses much lightened to the Seci- 
ety at home; besides which, they 
are much aided in their enterpri- 
zes by munificent gifts ; as for in- 
stance, 800 rix dollars was given 
asa gift to the building of the 
* Wesleyan Chapel” in Columbo 
by the British governor, who hon- 
oured the first opening and preach- 
ing; with his presence. 
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The Christian, who can read the 
lively hopes of the missionaries 
themselves, as detailed in their sey 
eral familiar letters to their friends, 
( published in our magazines ) set- 
ting forth, in ardent terms, their 
hopes of converting the heathen, 
must be cold, and dead mdeed, to 
all that should cheer and enliven a 
Christian mind, whe can forbear to 
exclaim, “J also will become a 
helper in this great work !” 

Let us reflect too, that all these 
missionaries, individually, but as 
with one voice, enjoin the prayers 
again and again, of ali the people 
of Zion, for their success in their 
mission: and this is not a vain 
call: for the Societies in England, 
do actually make it a part of their 
business to pray for them both pri- 
vately and publicly. The contrib- 
utors have therefore an object and 
an engagement to prayer, which 
we have not: nor can we, though 
included in the claim of the mision- 
aries, give our prayers wits hear- 
éiness, Who have never helped them 
by our gifts. 

With all these faeis before us, af- 
fording us so many motives, to 
partake of the spirit now generally 
pervading the evangelized part of 
Christendom ; shall some timid, or 
languid minds, which have never 
expanded to these enlarged hopes 
of the Christian world, possess such 
pernicious influence as to restrain 
as many as are * willing minded,” 
from longer participating in these 
things! Shall the suggestions of 
avarice, or any other cause, disin- 


‘tline the affluent from giving liber- 


ally of their abundance to promote 
so glorious an object! Shall slug- 
ish hearts,slow to believe, discoun- 
tenance the efforts of those who 
desire to be hearty in this service ? 
Shall such discourage by pointing 
us to possible or plausible obsta- 
eles, that thus our churcies may 
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continue disinterested spectators a. 
mid the general labours around us; 
Heaven forbid! Let us rather take 
courage from our actual experience, 
and boldly * hope all things”—<«« be. 
lieve all things!” Were we not 
ourselves, some fifty years ago, a 
very little company (like Klijah’s 
little cloud, the size of a mua’s 
hand,) ail enclosed under a small 
hired house in New York, and now 
behold «* we are multtplied, (even 
amidst reproach and opposition,) 
into bands ;?’—yea, into 250,006! 
and our churches are planted all 
over the land!—nay where was 
the «little leaven”’ itself, first bid- 
den in England, 80 years ago! 
and how has it leavened now the 
whole nation, though every where 
opposed, even by those in church, 
until that church, which reckoned 
not scarce one evangelical minis- 
ter, when Wesley began, now per- 
ceives and owns its hundreds! 
Shall we not then, rather hope for, 
and claim, greater things ? Behold, 
the means is at hand and accessible 
to all: like the gospel, which is 
universal, and embraces all man- 
kind in its mercy ; so the means 
of sending it to the « utmost verge 
of this green earth,’ is within the 
ability of all—even of the poorest 
of men to aid in; for all men, not 
actual paupers, can contribute 
their mite of onecent per week :— 
and this small contribution from 
$30,000 Methodists can realize 
115,000 dollars a year! Such sur- 
prising resources, from such small 
means, is characteristic of that gos- 
pel which it purposes to aid -- prop- 
agated «by the small things” of 
this world, ** lest any man should 
boast,” and working by « things 
that are naught,” to produce ends 
that are mighty. 

We are called upon therefore, as 
a people, to follow the good exam- 
ple of our fathers and brethren in 
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England—Let us now begin our 
mite Societies /—Let Philadelphia, 
as she has been the parent of A- 
merican Bible Societies, become al- 
so the parent of all the Methodist 
missionary Societies in the United 
States. ‘To this end, let us com- 
mune with each other; let us dis- 
cuss and diffuse the present argu- 
ments wherever we can; and let us 
forthwith convene a general public 
‘meeting, to enter upon the forma- 
tion of a society, by the adoption of 
all such rules and regulations as 
shall be most expedient to effect 
these desired ends. And, having 
formed such a society, let us ad- 
dress ourselves to our bishops and 
conferences, to be aiding in the in- 
stitution of similar societies as aux- 
iliaries and branches. 'Tothisend, 
let us solicit the appointment of a 
special mission, of one or two of the 
preachers of popular gifts, to visit 
every large city on our sea board, 
or capital city ineach state, to an- 
imate the people there, by conven- 
ing public meetings, to form s:mi- 
lar rxstitutions, and let those Stale 
or District Auarlaries, so to be for- 
med, become the parent of their 
several branches, for circuits, cit- 
ies, or towns. With such aids from 
men in authority, and the concert 
of the people, we siiould immedi- 
ately behold ourselves in possession 
ofa machinery which would realise 
all the great funds herein before 
contemplated. 

in conclusion, let us regard those 
memorable words of Dr.Coke’s last 
and farewell address, on the occa- 
sion of this mission in which he 
lost his life. He « being dead, yet 
speaketh” to us / 

“It isin your power (says he) 
to be co-workers ia this cause of 
missions together with us and with 
God. Let me therefore entreat 
you, aS you wish well to the cause 
of Christ, to render this GREAT 
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WORK some pecuniary assistance : 
and when our brethren solicit your 
contribations, do not withhold your 
hand !” 


—e_—_= 


From the American Baptist Magazine. 


WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS ARE IN AUTHOR- 
ITY, THE PEOPLE REJOICE.” 


Exiract of a letter fiom a respectable 
Minister in Vermont, to one of the 
Editors. Montpelier, Nov. 5, Isis. 
Rev. and dear Sir.—taving occa- 

sion to be prisent at the meeting of 

the Legislature, in this place on the 
eighth uit. being the annual Election, 

L send you the following account. 
The day the assembiy met was re- 

markably pleasant, the 
great, aud during the usval religious 
solemnities, the audience 
and attentive. In the evening a large 
assembly convened in thie : 
to hear a discourse from Brether EF. 
of Rockingham. After the exe: cises, 
the Rev. Mr. W. the worthy minister 
of the place, arose, and noticed the 
great advantages his people dered 
two years ago (a tine of reformation 
in his parish, in which he had more 
than one hundred added to tis church, ) 
from the faithful labours of his Chris 
tian friends of the Jegislature, in con. 
ferences, and in othe: meelings, dn- 
ring the session; and he solicited the 
same faithful services during their con- 
tinuance in the place. 

Mr. W has a number of conferen- 
ces, and prayer meetings established 
in the course of a week in the village, 
which are well attended by his own 
people, and by many of the legist:- 
ture. On Sabbath evenings, eonfer- 
ence is attended in the Mate House, 
and ever since the legis ature have 
been in session, on that evening the 
house has been crowded, Men of va- 
rious ranks come forward, and pray 
and exhort with great fervour, 

On one of these evenings, at a time 
when gentiemen from every part of the 
Sate were gathered, the scene becanic 
highly interesting, although a time of 


- 


no special revival of religion. 
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filled with pleasing admiration, to hear 
the prayers and exhortations of Coun- 
sellors, Representatives, Secretary of 
State, Judges of Courts, and from some 
of the ablest attornies in the State.— 
And what was truly pleasing, none ap- 
peared to speak for the sake of mak- 
ing a vain show, but from the heart, 
with great solemnrty, and in gospel sim- 
plicity. Their theme was, the cross 
of Christ, the dangerous state of un- 
regenerate man, the necessi'y of anew 
heart, and of a holy life, the great ob- 
ligation of professors to live as exam- 
les to othe:s, and the importance ef 
all being prepared for a day of judg 
ment I said to myself,can these be 
members of a State Legislature, where 
the intrigues of word!y policy, and a 
contempt of the humiliating doctrines 
of Christ, are supposed to prevail ! 
His Excellency the Governor, and 
his Honor the Lieutenant Governer, 
appear to be men of Christian sobrie 
ty, who instead of affecting a kind of 
courtly hauteur, are punctual (when 
their official duties will admit) in at- 
tending these devotional meetings, as 
well as the regular worship on the 
Lord’s day. In this venerable body, a 
€hristian is not under the necessity ef 
concealing his religion, to be respect- 
ed. But such is the happy influence 
ef the Gospel in this Legislature, that 
a man of undoubted piety is sure to be 
esteemed on that very account. 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 
SABBATH SCHOOLS IN CHALLESTON S&S. C+ 


Report of the Committee of the Sabbath 
School, held in the 2d Presbyteria® 
(Dr. Fuinn’s,) Church, Charleston; 
S.C. at their quarterly meeting, on 
the 3d Sabbath in Feb. 1819. 


The Saspats Scuoor, which is now 
held in this Church, was begun on 
Sunday, the 25th of October last, at 
which time there were 53 scholars and 
12 teachers present. Our school has 
rapidly increased since that period, 
and there are now 200 scholars, and 
19 teachers, belonging toit. ‘The chil- 
dren, who compose the school, are 
from most of the denominations who 
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call themselves Christian; some, from 
among the Roman Catholics; and a 
few, are the descendants of him, whe 
was styled, by way of of eminence, the 
Father of the faithful. The presence 
and blessing of God, upon our labours, 
are regularly invoked, on opening the 
School, both.in the morning and eve- 
uing. Itis hoped, that all those who 
have oficred themselves as teachers, 
have been influenced, on engaging 
in their employment, by a sincere de- 
sire to do good, to the children, com. 
mitted to their care. The School is 
under the general direction, of a male 
and female superintendent, who ar- 
range the children into their several 
classes, and give such advice from time 
to time, as its interests may demand. 

The Scholars are required to learn 
their lessons from the Bible, and from 
the Assembly’s and other Catechisms, 
as their parents may desire. It is ree 
quired of every teacher, after his pu- 
pils have recited their lessons, to ex- 
plain to them the particular parts of 
the Scriptures and Catechisms, to 
which they have given their attention, 
and generally, te make known to them 
the duties, which as accountable be- 
ings, they owe to their God. In the 
afternoon of every Sabbath, the chil- 
dren who have been present at the o- 
pening of the School, both in the morn- 
ing and evening, and who have repeat. 
ed their lessons to the satisfaction of 
their teachers, are rewared with Tick- 
ets, for their diligence and punctuality. 

lt is impossib'e for us, at this time, 
to specify the number of verses from 
the Bible, or Questions from the Cate- 
chism, which the children, taken col- 
lectively, have learned in any given 
period. Eight children, composing 
one Class, have committed to memory 
in four Sabbaths, 901 questions in the 
Catechism, and 538 verses in the Bi- 
ble; and one child, on a single Sabbath, 
repeated to his instructor, 336 ques- 
tions from the Catechism, and 43 ver- 
ses from the Gospel of St. Matthew. 
These two facts will serve to show, 
that our pupils enter upon their du- 
ties with a diligence and zeal, which 
are highly commendable. Several of 
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the children, who regularly attend on 
the Sabbath, have been sought in the a- 
bodes of poverty, and to evable them 
to appear in decent aitire, have been 
clothed at our expense. 

Our funds are smal!, but we have 
hitherto been able, by denations* from 
the friends of the school, to meet our 
necessary expenses. 

Our reliance for support is on Him, 
to whom “ the silver and gold belongs.” 

The Bible Society of this city, has 
kindly supplied us with Testaments, 
for which, we return them our thanks. 

Within the last 25 years, ‘* more has 
been done to spread the Gospel, a- 
mong those, who did not enjoy its 
blessings, than has probably been 
done in the two preceding centuries.” 
At what period before, since the birth 
of the Saviour, was proclaimed to the 
Shepherds of Bethlehem, have the 
people of almost all “ nations and 
languages,” come forward in the 
“ strength of the Lord of Hosts,” to the 
great work of Christianizing mankind ? 
The Christian worid, has awoke from 
the slumber of ages, to a sense of its 
duty. Missionary, Bible, Tract, and 
Sabbath School Societies, have been 
founded in almost every land, and 
have united in this a//-important under- 
taking, with an energy, and a zeal, 
which no obstacles have been able to 
overcome. 

It is notto be wondered at that many 
who profess to be the followers of the 
Redeemer, should, on the first estab- 
lishment of Sabbath Schools, have 
been opposed to them, because they 
were held on that /o/y aay, which 
Gud had set apart as a day of Rest, 
for Himself and for his people. We 
would ask those Christians, who now 
entertain doubts as to their utility, 
have you a/tentively examined the bhis- 
tory of Sabbath Schools, from their 
commencement, to the present time ? 
Hf you have, have you not observed, 
that very many childsen, who have at- 
tended them, have chere, Arst received 

*The members of the grand Jury of the 
Federal Court, in November last, generously 
relinquished $31, 25 out of their wages, fur 
the benefit of our Sabbath School, 
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those impressions, which have eventu- 
ated in their becoming Christians ? 
that the Spirit of God has there, in mu!- 
titudes of instances, descended upon 
thein, with his sanetifying and regen- 
erating influences ? that many a Child, 
who, in the hour of death, hastriomph- 
ed over the “King of Terrovs,” has 
acknowled, that at the Sabbath School, 
he first became acquainted with the 
depravity of his own character? and 
that there, he frst heard of his perish- 
ing need of a Saviour ? 

To those who believe that the werth 
of the soul, is inconceivably great, we 
may say with confidence, that many 
of those, who will hereafter “ shine as 
the brightness of the firmament,” in 
the Paradise of God, will look back to 
the Sabbath Schovul, as the place, where 
they had frst pointed out to them, the 
paih to Heaven. 


IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER IN THE 
HOUSE OF GOD. 
To the Editer of the Religious Intelligencer. 
Sir,—Should you think the following re- . 
marks, worthy of aplace in your publication, 
you are at liberty to insert them. 


On the last Sabbath, while listening 
to the joyful sound of the Gospel, I 
cast my eyes around upon the con- 
gregation, and felt my mind peculia:- 
ly unpresseed, with desires that tLe 
word spoken, might be made effectu- 
al to the good of souls present. 

I was struck with the thought, “How 
interesting would it be, if allChristians. 
while in the house of God, were ear- 
nestly sending up their petitions for 
the efficacy of the Divine Spirit to a:- 
tend the means of grace.” The sanc- 
tuary would then be, emphatically, an 
altar of incense. 

God is in the congregation of lis 

eple; there his honour dwells.— 
‘There Christians engage in his spe- 
cial service; and there he comlorts 
their hearts. Shouwid each Chrisiian, 
while heart: g divine truth, spend eve- 
rv moment in wrestling ler a blessing 
upon it, we have reason to beiieve that 
Ministers would be more animated ;— 
that the words they speak would Lave 
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a more powerful impression on the 
hearts and consciences of sinners; and 
that they would not have so often to 
lament, “tlow have we laboured in 
vain, and spentour stvength for nought 
and in vain.” 

The Mosr Hic is wont to crown 
with success his own institutions. It is 
in the use of his own appointed means 
only, that we can hope for a blessing 
on ourselves or others. ‘The preach- 
ing of the Gospel, is distinguished as 
one of the most powerful means for the 
conversion of sinners. But why is it 
that so little effect is produced, by the 
dispensation of the word of God? Is it 
not because Christians pray so Liti/e, in 
God’s house of prayer? “I will been- 
quired of, by the house of Israel to do 
it for them.” 

Is not the reflection, that we are in 
the midst of a congregation, most of 
whom we have reason to believe, are 
stillin their sins, calculated to efiectour 
minds with the deepest solicitude on 
their account; and to excite “ groan- 
ings which cannot be uitered—that 
they may be “ snatched asbrands from 
the burning,” and be made the tro- 
phies of Divine Grace. 

How important that this opportuni- 
ty be improved. While the sight of 
such a number in their sins affects the 
heart, and while the Ambassador of 
Jesus is proclaiming terms of recon- 
ciliation, let every Christian, in the 
language of humble faith and prayer, 
cry, “I will not let thee go except 
thou bless me.” “Crown thy word 
with success; let it not be like, the 
seed by the way side, in stoney pla- 

ces, or among thorns ; and let not the 
adversary of souls, take away thy trath 
out of the hearts of those who hear it.” 
“Revive thy work O Lord, that thy 
people may rejoice in thee.” 

What a mighty weapon would this 
be to drive Satan from his strong hold 
in the hearts of sinners; how eflectu- 
ally would it tend to “hold up the 
hands” of a Minister of Jesus; and 
how greatly would it be the means of 
lesseuing the number of those, to whoin 
the Gospel is a “savor of death unto 
death.” H. 
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From the Sag Harbour Eagle. 
OBITUARY. 


Mrs. Mary Topping. 


March Ist, 1819-—Died, at Bridgehampton, 
L. I. Mrs. Mary Toprine, wife of Dr. Nathan- 
iel Topping, and ouly daughter of Stephen 
Halsey, Esq. in the 32d year of herage. This 
amiable woman, as to her Christian experien- 
ces, was among the first truits of the Revival 
of Religion in that place in the year 1808, She 
soon aiter beeame united to the Church, and 
has since adorned her profession by an exem- 
plary Christian deportment. The grace and 
tuithfulness of a covenant God were also strik- 
ingly exemplified in her last sickness and 
death. 

On Tuesday of the week preceding her 
death, she was permitted to bear the endear- 
ing appellation of mother; though called to 
resign her infant babe to a Sovereign God by 


death on the following day. For a number of 


days fond hopes of her recovery were indulged 
by herfriends. But these hopes were soon blast- 
ed by renewed attacks of violence distress and 
pain, which, with intermissions, continued till 
near the closing scene. These, though ex- 
treme, she endured with the most distinguished 
Christian patience, fortitude and resignation. 
Not a murmuring word was heard to escape 
from her lips. ‘Through the whole, her mind 
was composed and tranguil. Buton the morn- 
iag of the Sabbath, she was favoured with 
more distinguished divine manifestations. * It 
now became evident to herself and friends 
that her dissolution was near. This event she 
contemplated without the least appearance of 
agitation, and often expressed her willingness 
to die, not from a mere desire to be free frem 
pain, but,as she said she hoped, from Christian 
principles. She took a deep interest in the 
prayers which were offered up, in which, at 
her special request, supplications were made 
that she “‘ might be wholly resigned and swal- 
lowed upin God.” Standing, asshe now ap- 
prekended herseli to do, on the very verge of 


, eternity, she ielt constrained to express her 


feelings to those around her, and pathetically 
counsel them as to the all important concerns 
of their salvation. ‘The interest deeply felt by 
all in her affecting case, brought many to visit 
her; and as it was supposed she was so near 
her end, agreeably to her own request, they 
were admitted to her room. The day was 
memorable. She continued in full possession 
oi her intellectual powers, and was enabled, 
with little interruption, to converse the whole 
time. None came near but some suitable ad- 
monition and advice was administered res- 
pecting the care and salvation of their souls; 
and usually taking them by the hand, she bade 
them an affectionate, and as she believed, final 
farewell. 

Lhis scene was protracted through the day, 
with little variation, except that in the after- 
noon loosing for a considerable time the pow- 
et of speech, she motioned for a pencil; and 
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writing and significant signs, continued the 
same intercourse. It was truly surprising to 
observe the pertinence and propriety of the 
communications which, under these embar- 
rassments, she made. Her observations to 
her husband and parents were appropriate and 
striking. With peculiar tenderness she made 
mention of her absent brothers, and requested 
her dying love to be given to them. 

In this situation, she called for such of her 
books as were at hand; and im the mest im- 
pressive manner, presented her Bible to her 
husband, significantly pointing upward, im- 

rting, no doubt, that in searching the re- 
cords of that sacred book, his eyes must be 
to God for the guidance of his Holy Spirit. 
To her mother she gave the life of Mrs. Ram- 
say, &c. &c. 

"All who were present, and had witnessed 
these transactions, were, as would be suppos- 
ed, suffused in tears, and retired under an im- 
pression that they had heard the loudest 
preaching, and that there must be a divine re- 
ality and power in that religion, which could 
produce such wonderful effects in the human 
character. 

Beyond expectations she continued in the 
same resigned and happy state of mind through 
the ersuing night. Her bodily pains in a 
vreat measure ceased, and she was again able 
to speak. As the moment of her release from 
all the sufferings and sorrows of mortality ap- 
proached in the morning, she said, I know that 
{an dying, | pray for all my friends, aud for- 
give all my enemies; My dear father, close 
my eyes.” 

In the final conflict, she repeatedly ex- 
claimed, “* Lord Jesus receive my spirit. A- 
men, Amen;” which were nearly ber last 
words. : 

Thus expired this triumphing saint. O that 
all who had the privilege of visiting her dying 
chamber, and hearing the weighty sentiments of 
wisdom from her trembling fips, and all who 
vead this imperfect sketeh, might imbibe her 
excellent spirit, and be made wise unto salva- 
tion. 

* Mark the perfect man and behold the up- 
right, for the end of that man is peace.” 

“ Let me die the death of the righteous and 
tet my last end be like his. 





Mr. Dan Hall, Jun. 

Diep, at Charleston, S. C. on Saturday, 
ivth Feb. 1519, Mr. Daw Hatt, Jun. late of 
Lebanon, N. H. in the 22d year of his age. 
Mr. Hall went to Cha. leston early in Decem- 
ber last, tor the bewefit of his health. He in- 
tended, bad bis health been restored, to have 
devoted his lie to the service of God, as a mis- 
sionary tv the heathen, on our western bor- 
ders He ueppeared to possess sincere piety, 
and has, itis hoped, although called suddenly 
tu enter upon the realities ot Eternity, been 
received into that “house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens ;” and united 
with the myriads of the Repermen, in their 
sougs ol praise and thanksgiving to God, for 
their redemption throug! His Sen. 
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TRACT ANECDOTE, 

At the Fourth Annual Meeting of the Whit- 
by Auxiliary Society, a Clergyman related the 
following instance, of the good effects result- 
ing from the distribution of Religious Tracts: 


A poor old woman, whom I have 
frequeutly thought a most hopeless 
character; so abandoned, that not 
one in the vilage would speak to her. 
I made mavy attempts to talk with 
her; and she as constantly avoided 
me, locking her dooi, &c.; besides, in 
my absence, abusing me, and even 
profanely cursing me. For some 
months, [ had altogether desisted. 
About nine or ten weeks since, I was 
passing her door, which I found open ; 
lentered, and found the poor woman 
absorbed in tears, wishing in ber heart 
Imight goin, although she was (she 
observed) ashamed toask me. I in- 
quired the cause of her grief. She 
observed, she had so much offended 
me, that she was sure I should never 
forgive her. I assured her, she had 
not; but referred her to One whose 
forgiveness she stood in far greater 
need of than that of mar. She con- 
fessed herself a sinner: she was now 
brought to abhor herself, ou account 
of her sinfulness; she now saw her- 
self in a very different light from what 
she had hitherto done, and hoped the 
Lord would have mercy upon her 
soul. ‘The course 1 had to pursue 
was plain; and I could not but lift up 
my heart to God, that he would bless 
this meeting to our mutual good. The 
impression on my mind, with regard 
to the sincerity of the woman, was 
good, which was much strengthened 
by the following circumstance: I ask- 
edher, if she had derived any good 
from my preaching? She answered, 
“No Sir; but from a Tract given we 
during the summer, by a lady from 
Whitby. It was cailed The History of 
Ben the Soldier.” ‘Through the mercy 
of a gracious God,it bas been abun- 
dantly blessed tu the poor woman ; 
nor 3s there a doubt that a 
work is begun; and we wel] know, 
that where it is begun, it will be carr- 
ed on unto the day of Jesus Christ.” 
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698 
LINES 


WRITTEN ON READING THE MEMOIRS OF SIMEON 
WILHELM. 

fIn our last No. but one,a part of the fol- 
lowing lines were published, anda part of 
two verses accidentally left out ; which ren- 
dered the poetry and the sense incomplete. 
We can make no better apology for this gross 
blunder, than by republishing the whole as it 
was communicated. } 


Peace to thy spirit! happy youth! 
Though born of Afric’s wretched race, 

Yet thou hast felt the power of truth ; 
Hast felt the Saviour’s pardoning grace. 


Peace to thy spirit! God shall hear 

The pray'rs thou pourd'st with dying breath ; 
Shall bid the light of truth appear, 

And shine on Afric’s realms of death. 


Then shall those sable tribes rejoice 
Beneath the Gospel’s cheering rays ; 
The wandering savage lift his voice 
And bid the desert eche praise. 
(¥.C.) Feb. 1819. 


LINES 


ON SEEING AN INTERESTING DEAF AND DUMB 
CHILD. 


Say lady, didst thou mark that lovely child, 

That beauteous form, those features soft and 
mild ? 

?Tis the fair *****, by stern fate bereft 

Of God's best gift—in mental darkness left. 


Music’s sweet sounds ne'er strike her raptur'd 
ears, 
A tender nrother’s voice she never hears, 
To her no darling friend can joy impart, 
No friend can know when anguish gnaws her 
heart. 
The light of truth ne’er beam’d upon ber mind; 
Enwrapt in darkness~—cheerless—unrefin’d : 
Her thoughts ne’er roam’d through Nature's 
works abroad, 
Or soar'd “from Nature up to Nature’s God.” 
But kuow; the pewer, the magic power of 
Art 
Can make the sweets of friendship reach her 
heart ; 
Tell her the tidings strange of sins forgiven, 
And teach her happy soul the way to heaven. 
(¥. C.) Feb. 1819. Z. 


THE NATURE AND IMPORTANCE OF 
TRUTH. 


The late President Dwicur closes one of 
his admirable Sermons, on the Nature and Im- 
portance of Truth, in the following descrip- 
tive language. 

* Every liar, therefore, knows, that 
he is in a state of condemnation ; that, 
hitherto, he has no title to endless life, 
nor a single hope of final acceptance 


Poetry.— The Nature and Importance of Truth. 
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with God. Before these blessings cay | 
be begun, his ruling character must be 
renounced. He, who requireth truth in 
the inward parts, can turn no eye, but 
that of indignation and abhorrence, u 
on a soul, polluted with falsehood, and 
enstamped with the foul image of bim, 
who was a liar from the beginning and the 
father of it. An Heaven a liar would be 
a gazing-stock ; a spot on the beautiful 
and glorious aspect of that happy 
world; a curse to himself; and a nui. 
sance to its exalted inhabitants. 

* There is one world in the Universe, 
aud, so faras we are informed, but one, 
in which ‘Truth is unknown, and false. 
hood reigns, and ravages. Here ail /i- 
ars have their part: and a'l, who dwell 
here, are liars. Here, to deceive, and 
to be deceived, is the base employment, 
and the wretched lot. ‘Truth, here, is 
never spoken, unless to deceive; and 
confidence is never exervised. Friend- 
ship, sociality, the union of hearts, and 
the interchange of ailections, are nev- 
er found in this dreary and dread{ful re- 
gion. In the midst of millions, every 
individua! is alone. A gloomy and ter- 
rible solitude broods over the desolate 
vast; and the eye of suffering and sor- 
row, stretching its look of anguish a- 
bove, around, beneath, finds no frend, 
in whom it may confide; no bosom, on 
which it may repose with comfort, 
peace. or hope. 

“ How different is that delightful res- 
idence, where all who love, and speak, 
Truth, are by the boundless goodness 
of the Creator united in a divine and 
blissful assembly. Here, Truth by ev- 
ery member of this vast and happy fam- 
ily is loved, studied, embraced, and spo- 
ken, for ever. Confidence, here, en- 
ters the soul; and takes up, in this un- 
sullied mansion, its eternal residence. 
Friendship, the twin-sister of Confi-. 
dence, dwells, and smiles, by her side ; 
and sheds upon the purified mind her 
immortal enjoyments ; while God with 
infinite complacency bebolds this illus- 
trious work of his own hands; and 
showers around it with eternal profi- 
sion the ever-growing blessings of his 
unchangeable love. 





